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Mr Andrew Ager
Trustee
Kids Cancer Charity
132 – 134 Gt Ancoates,
Manchester
M4 6DE

14th November 2016

Dear Andrew,

Thank you so much for taking my call this afternoon. Please find information as promised during our telephone conversation.  We are very grateful to you and everyone at Kids for Life for the very kind and generous donation of £500 received 7th December 2015 towards our Compassionate Care Breaks. I would be grateful if the Trustees would consider a further donation to enable us to send as many families as possible on a much needed break to one of our mobile homes situated around the Welsh coast.

Kids Cancer Charity (Reg. Charity No.1113821) was established as Christian Lewis Trust in May 1989 by a group of parents whose children had been diagnosed with cancer, and whose experiences had highlighted the drastic lack of information and support available to them. Our charity’s aims are simple – to improve the quality of life for children affected by cancer and to support their families through the unimaginable stress that they live with daily.

We understand how it feels to have a child affected by cancer and know that childhood cancer affects the entire family, so we are here to offer both individual and family support. Our promise to anyone who contacts us is that we'll listen without judging and we'll try our best to help with our services, which include:  
Play Therapy; Bereavement Counselling; Befriending; Support Groups; Compassionate Care Respite Breaks; Travel Insurance advice and The American & French “Dream Experience”.

We believe that helping children and families is all about continuity; no matter what the prognosis - so we give our support for as long as it is needed.

Children and families who need our support are referred to us via hospital oncology departments, social services, schools and other organizations and charities from all over the UK.
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During our last financial year we were able to care for in excess of 1,900 children affected by cancer and their families with the full range of our services throughout the UK. All our services are absolutely free to the families however the cost of the above services to the charity is in excess of £300,000 per annum.

For example: 
£550 would cover the cost of a Compassionate Care Respite Break for one family. 
These breaks are specifically for children affected by cancer and their families when a child has just finished a course of chemotherapy, or their prognosis is poor. The families have an opportunity to spend quality time together and enjoy a complementary break in a tranquil, managed safe environment.

£500 would cover the cost towards our Therapeutic Services which include:
· Pre-Bereavement – when a family member has been given a terminal prognosis.
· Bereavement – for any child affected by cancer related death.
· Play Therapy – for ill children or the sibling of ill children.

During our last financial year we were able to help: 
· 671 individuals with our Compassionate Care Respite programme UK.
· 164 individuals with various Trips/Events in the UK.
· 444 individuals with our Disneyland Paris and Disneyland Florida programme.
· 306 individuals with our Therapeutic Services.  
· 567 individuals received information, guidance and telephone support. 

As a small charity our running costs are kept to a minimum, so any donation you wish to make will make a very substantial difference to our charitable work.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your kind consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information.
  
Yours sincerely

Eira

Eira Gwynn
Appeals Office Manager
Direct email: eira.gwynn@kidscancercharity.org
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